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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR COAST GUARD ORIENTATION FOR 
PERTAMINA MARITIME DIRECTOR 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING LETTER FROM BECHTEL, 
INC, PROJECT MANAGER FOR BADAK LNG PROJECT: 

QTE: BECHTEL INCORPORATED, AS A CONTRACTOR TO 
PERTAMINA, IS BUILDING TWO LNG PLANTS IN INDONESIA. 

ONE IS LOCATED IN EAST KALIMANTAN AND THE OTHER IS 
IN NORTH SUMATRA. WE HAVE BEEN REQUESTED TO SPONSOR 
COL RAFIG AMBARDY FOR A TRIP TO WASHINGTON DC 
FOR MEETINGS WITH THE US COAST GUARD. 

COL AMBARDY IS A FORMER CAPITAN OF THE 
INDONESIAN NAVY AND IS PERTAMINA DIRECTOR FOR HARBOR 
AND MARITIME ACTIVITIES WHICH CONTROLS ALL 
PETROLEUM SHIPMENTS AND PETROLEUM IMPORTS IN INDONESIA. 

THE PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT IS PERTAMINA'S DESIRE 
TO UPGRADE THE STANDARDS FOR CONTROL AND SAFETY OF 
PETROLEUM SHIPMENTS TO THOSE STANDARDS REQUIRED BY 
THE US COAST GUARD. THE SPECIFIC INTEREST IS WITH 
METHOD AND TECHNIQUE IN HANDLING THE MOVEMENTS IN CON- 
GESTED HARBORS SUCH AS NEW YORK HARBOR WITH PARTICULAR 
INTEREST IN THE PROCEDURE FOR HANDLING AND CONTROLLING 
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ALL OF OUR APPROVALS FOR THE DESIGN OF HARBOR 
INSTALLATIONS FOR OUR PROJECT ARE FORWARDED TO COL 
AMBARDY WHO REVIEWS AND THEN FORWARDS IT TO THE INDONESIAN 
DEPARTMENT OF SEA COMMUNICATIONS FOR FINAL GOVERNMENT 
APPROVAL. 

PLEASE ADVISE WHAT STEPS WE MUST TAKE TO SPONSOR 
COL AMBARDY AND IF YOU ARRANGE THE DESIRED MEETINGS 
IN WASHINGTON. THE COLONEL WISHES TO MAKE HIS TRIP 
SOMETIME IN OCTOBER BUT NEEDS SOME ADVANCE NOTICE SO 
THAT HE CAN MAKE HIS ARRANGEMENTS. END QTE. 

2. COMMENT: AS LETTER INDICATES, MAIN FOCUS OF INTEREST 
IS IN HANDLING OF LNG TANKERS WHICH PRESENT SPECIAL 
HAZARDS . (FIVE TANKERS ARE NOW BEING BUILT BY GENERAL 
DYNAMICS FOR TRANSPORT OF LNG FROM ABOVE PROJECTS TO 
US AND OTHER COUNTRIES.) BECHTEL ADVISES PERTAMINA 
WILL PAY ALL EXPENSES OF AMBARDY TRIP, BUT BECHTEL ITSELF 
IS KEENLY INTERESTED AND WILL COOPERATE IN ANY WAY 
POSSIBLE. EMBASSY AGREES WITH BECHTEL ON USEFULNESS OF 
TRIP. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: ADVISE IF COAST GUARD CAN SET UP 
A PROGRAM FOR COL AMBARDY. NEWSOM 
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